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Approaches to environmental future

‚Let’s see, what will 
happen.’

‚Game is not over yet.’



Science
and its limits

Closed systems

Reproducible experiments Repercussions

Unknown effects Last local gov. elections

Last parliament elections



Futuresight
What we foretold 

about COVID: What we could not 
foretold about COVID:

• Will be zoogenic
• Will attack respiratory systems
• Will come from the far East • We will run out of toilet paper 

within two days
• We will run out of yeast

within four days
• We will run out of bicycles

within two weeks
https://eionet.kormany.hu/eleszto-es-biciklihiany



Global Megatrends Implication on the Environment of Hungary
May 2017

https://eionet.kormany.hu/admin/download/3/29/e1000/GMT_in_Hungary.pdf

Suggestions, good examples

https://eionet.kormany.hu/admin/download/3/29/e1000/GMT_in_Hungary.pdf


Goal: Enhancing the elaboration of the 5th National Environmental Program
(NKP), giving basic for environmental vision

Focus: environmental events of Hungary / Carpathian-Basin until 2050.
Work did not encompass demography, pandemics and extreme
environmental events (volcanic eruptions, meteors, earthquakes etc.)

Budget: project worked with zero budget, involving interdisciplinary expert
group, on a volunteer basic

https://eionet.kormany.hu/download/b/78/92000/Scenario_project_Hungary_2020_05_11.pdf

Scenario Project
2020

https://eionet.kormany.hu/download/b/78/92000/Scenario_project_Hungary_2020_05_11.pdf


Associations (among others):
• Highway to hell (Australian pop music,  AC/DC 1979)
• Zabriskie Point (American movie 1970)
• Do not cut all the trees! (Hungarian pop song, Ne vágj ki 

minden fát!, 1979)

• Dead Poets Society (American movie, 1989)
• We are the World (American pop song 1985)

• Defoe: Robinson Crusoe (English utopian novel, 1719)
• Perfect day (Lou Reed, 1972)
• Ernest Callenbach: Ecotopia (utopian novel 1975)
• The power of community (documentary film 2006)

• Bicentennial man (American sci-fi 1999) 
• Sándor Kányádi: In the depth of neutral waters (poem, 

Kányádi Sándor: Semleges vizek mélyén)

https://eionet.kormany.hu/download/b/78/92000/Scenario_project_Hungary_2020_05_11.pdf

https://eionet.kormany.hu/download/b/78/92000/Scenario_project_Hungary_2020_05_11.pdf


Nature Outlook 2050
Scenarios for nature in Slovakia and implications for public policies - 2021

https://eionet.kormany.hu/akadalymentes/forgatokonyvek-a-termeszeti-kornyezet-szlovakiai-jovojere



Same ideas appear in three environmental scenarios

’these ideas

are recently
in the air’

Ed Dammers

https://eionet.kormany.hu/forgatokonyvek-2050-re-parhuzamok-a-jovokutatasban



European Environmental Agency, EEA

https://eionet.kormany.hu/covid-19-tanulsagok-a-fenntarthatosagrol

’we are currently living in a world 
characterised by multiple global crises’: 
health crisis, economic crisis, financial crisis, 
climate crisis and nature crisis. (EEA, 2020)

‚Be sure to wash your hands and all will be well!’
Waves: COVID-19, Recession, Climate Change, 

Biodiversity Collapse, War 
Source: twitter, EOS



https://eionet.kormany.hu/egy-jo-krizisre-jo-valaszok-kellenek

The world crisis
originally in Greek language meant 

crossroads
(decision making opportunity)

European Environmental Agency, EEA

https://eionet.kormany.hu/egy-jo-krizisre-jo-valaszok-kellenek

