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Update on ‘Mercury in Europe’s Environment’
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Purpose of Report

* Non-technical public facing report
* Provide general information apd ‘state of play’ in

* Raising awareness
— Public
— Policy makers



Global Mercury Cycle

‘ Deposition Deposition
to land / to oceans

B = freshwater

300- g 1700 2000
600 " 2800 -
i i)

Geogenic Biomass Soiland Anthropogenic
burning vegetation : s Anthropogenic

VL e v

--.;o.-->

Rivers

Units: tonnes

msssl>  Anthropogenic

Natural
Enm l) Re-emissions / Re-mobilization

1 tonne = 1000 kilograms

. b
European Environment Agency =
UNEP Global Mercury Assessment, 2013 P SEney ’I‘)




Global Status and Outlook
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Gold mining photos: © Jesper Jonsson; Power Station: By Kristoferb - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, European Environment Agency 3_)
Chloralkali cell: By MarkusZik - Wikipedia, Public Domain, [,


https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=51403058
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7894896

European Status and Outlook
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Power station: By Dr.G.Schmitz - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, Dental x-ray: By Bernard billSmodified by:R-E-AL (talk | contribs | Gallery) (German Wikipedia) - . }\“
Amalgam_filling.JPG (bearbeitet / modified), CC BY-SA 3.0, . Lamp: By Roger McLassus - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, European Environment Agency ’/.)
Battery: By Moxfyre at English Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, Iron and Steel Works: By Grubb at English

Wikipedia - Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons., Public Domain,


https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4069723
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4318332
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=551146
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3238991
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20431866

Key Messages

e Mercury = bad
* Main exposure route is via diet

* Human activity has significantly increased Hg in our
environment

* Europe is taking a range of preventative actions
* Global emissions are not reducing — impacting EU
* Citizens can take actions to minimise their exposure

* Effective global actions required - Minamata "
European Environment Agency E, D)



* Review feedback from Eionet consultation
 Update document

* Develop overall format and layout

* Launch!-Q4 2018
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