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Beginning of 1990’s : system change 

Changes in the environmental field 
• Regulation 
• Programme development 
• Governmental and non-governmental organisations 
• International co-operation 

Well documented analysis from this era 
• Environmental pollution issues – environment  is a key concern 
• Good practices of the developed countries 
• Preparation of the accession to the Euro-Atlantic organisations 
• Activities of the NGOs 

source: A hazai környezetügy  az elmúlt negyedszázadban. 
Az Országgyűlés Fenntartható Fejlődés Bizottsága, Budapest, 2013. 



I. Milestones in the field of environmental planning 

• Governmental institutions 

• Legal instruments 

• Programme development  

II. International issues influencing the environment 
 

III.  Recommendations of Former OECD Environmental      
 Performance Reviews 

 

Melléklet a …/2015. (… …) OGY határozathoz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. NEMZETI KÖRNYEZETVÉDELMI PROGRAM 

2015–2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Szakpolitikai stratégia  

 

FÖLDMŰVELÉSÜGYI MINISZTÉRIUM 

2015.  



A 
• The framework of environmental policy planning: six years term 

National Environmental Programmes since 1997 

• Legal base:  Act on Environmental Protection (LIII of 1995) 

• They analyse the complex system of the society, economy and 
environment 

• Obligatory part: National Nature Conservation Plan 
 

2020 

time 

3. NEP 4. NEP 

1997 



King stocj eme 

1st National Environmental Programme  (1997-2002) 

1998. National  Environmental Education Strategy 
important step in the field of environmental 

awareness raising 

1999. National Agri-Environmental Programme 
instead of industrialised agriculture  it focuses on 

ecological farming 

2002. National Waste Management Plan  

 based on the Act on Waste 

1. NEP -  after the system change taking stock of the problems and tasks; it 

defined the objectives of the Hungarian environmental policy and it was the 
basis of inter-sectoral co-operation 

time 
1997 2002 1998 1999 2002 
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1995. Adoption of the Act on 
Environmental Protection   

1996. Act on Nature Protection;  

Act on Territorial Development  

1998. Ministry of Environment   
(formerly integrated with territorial development) 

2000.  Act on Waste,  
Act on Chemical Safety 

2002. Ministry of Environment and Water 
(integration with water management) 

1st National Environmental Programme  (1997-2002) 

time 
1997 2002 

1995 1996 1998 2000 2002 



1st National Environmental Programme  (1997-2002) 

time 
1997 2002 

1996 1998 2000 

1996. OECD membership   
environmental policy is one of the most important field of  

co-operation 

1998. Starting of the EU accession negotiations 
environmental conditions–   National Programme for the 

transposition of the EU Acquis  

2000. ISPA programme 
Accession of Hungary to the European Environmental Agency 

2000. Cyanide pollution  of the Tisza River – As an impact 
of this the Directive on environmental liability and  

the Directive  on Mining Waste was adopted 

2000.  First OECD Environmental Performance 
Review of Hungary 
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2nd National Environmental Programme  (2003-2008) 

2004. Vásárhelyi-Plan (VTT)  
 decreasing the  flood risks of the Tisza-Valley  

(territorial and rural development ) 

2. NEP – Sustainability principle; preparation to the EU-accession – fulfilment 

of the environmental conditions; Thematic Action Programmes: areas 
requiring special treatment; encouraging the greening of other sectors; 
influence on the development policy 

time 
2003 2008 2004 2008 

2004.  National Forest Programme  
sustainable management, environmental, health, social, cultural, 

touristic  and educational aspects 

2007. Sustainable Development Strategy 
  to support  the transition  on long and medium term  

2008. National Climate Change Strategy  
mitigation, adaptation awareness raising 

2007 
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2003 

2nd National Environmental Programme  (2003-2008) 

time 
2003 2008 2004 2008 2007 

2003. Act on Environmental Load Charge 
  (for air, water and soil )  

2003. Signature of the EU Accession treaty  
starting to participate in the shaping of EU environmental policy 

and legislation 

2004. EU membership  
  participation in the forming of the EU environmental policy 

2007. Parliamentary Commissioner for the  Future Generations 
– protection of the basic right for the healthy environment 

2008. Second OECD EPR  
46 recommendations, being integral part of the EU economy 



3rd National Environmental Programme  (2009-2014) 

2011.  National Environmental Technology and 
Innovation Strategy 

 reducing environmental load,  promoting resource efficiency 
and green economy 

2011.  PM10 Reduction Strategy  
 Campaign for the smart heating as part of the implementation 

2013.  National Sustainable Development Strategy (2012-2024)  
tasks for the whole government, biannual reporting to the 

Parliament 

3. NEP – framework of the environmental protection objectives and  tasks, 
shift to the sustainable development pathway 

time 
2009 2014 2013 2011 



2009 

time 
2009 2014 2010 

3rd National Environmental Programme  (2009-2014) 

2009. Act on Forest management and protection  
 sustainable management, protection of the forest , environmental, 

social and economic impacts 

2010. Ministry of Rural Development  
(integration with agriculture and rural development) 

Sustainable Development Committee of the Parliament 

2011. Act on Environmental Product Charge  
 extension of the product list: (e.g: battery, packaging materials, electric  

and electronic equipment, tyres, etc.)  

2011. National Waste Management Agency  
 waste prevention and  recycling 

2011 2011 



2012 
time 

2009 2014 

3rd National Environmental Programme  (2009-2014) 

2011 

2011. EU Presidency of Hungary 
 separate chapter on environmental policy priorities 

2011. EU Danube Region Strategy  
 macro-regional development strategy and action plan 

2012. ENSZ „Rio +20” Conference  
 transition to „green economy” in every country 

2013. Budapest Water Summit  
adoption of the declaration on „Sustainability and water 

security in the world” 

2013 



4th National Environmental Programme  (2015-2020) 

2015. Biodiversity Strategy (2015 – 2020 ) 
(adopted by the Parliament)  

2015. First Progress Report on the implementation of the National 
Sustainable Development Framework Strategy (2013-2014)  

2016. National Landscape Strategy (2017-2026),                

(not adopted yet) connected to European Landscape Convention, 
priority is the landscape protection, management and planning 

4. NEP – Strategic objectives:  
Improving the quality of life and the environmental conditions of human health. 
Protection of natural values and resources and their sustainable use. 
Improving resource efficiency and making steps toward a green economy 

time 
2020 

2015 

2016 2015 



4th National Environmental Programme  (2015-2020) 

2015. Act on Energy Efficiency 

2015. National Waste Management Directorate  of the 
Environmental and Nature Protection Chief Inspectorate; 

Integration of the  Inspectorates into the Government’s Offices 

2015. Sustainability Directorate of the 
President’s Office  

time 
2015 

2015 

2016 

2015 

2020 

2015. Ratification of the Doha Amendment  
to the Kyoto Protocol (Act. LIX of 2015) 



4th National Environmental Programme  (2015-2020) 

2020 
time 

2015 2020 

2015 

2015. Adoption of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG)  

 Hungary  had a very active role (co-chair)  in the OWG 

2015. Paris Climate Summit    
Hungary:  40 % GHG reduction until 2030,  

Green Climate Found:  2 billion HUF contribution 

2016. Ratification of the Paris Agreement  
Hungary ratified first among the EU Member  States 

2016 



Conclusions 

• From a sectoral towards an integrated 
environmental policy planning 

• Environmental policy is the basis for 
development policy 

• Diverse environmental institutional system 

• Complex legal framework 

 



Köszönöm megtisztelő figyelmüket! 
Thank You for Your kind attention! 

Fotó: Burger Barna 


