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Environmental Policy at the OECD  



Environment Committees Structure 

 Joint Meeting 

OECD Council 

•Joint Working Party on Trade and Environment 
•Joint Working Party on Agriculture and Environment 

•Joint Meetings of Tax and Environment Experts Other OECD substantive 

committees 

Secretariat Role 

•Climate Change Expert Group (CCXG) 
•Task Force for the Implementation of the Environmental Action Programme in Central and Eastern Europe (EAP) 

Chemicals Committee 

Environment Policy 

Committee 

Working Party  
on Biodiversity, Water and 

Ecosystems 

 

Working Party  
on Environmental 

Information 

Working Party  
on Environmental 

Performance 

•Working Party on Manufactured Nanomaterials 
•Working Group on Good Laboratory Practice 

•Working Group on Pesticides 
•Working Group on Chemical Accidents 

•Working Group on National Co-ordinators of Test 
Guidelines Programme 

•Working Group on Harmonisation of Regulatory 
Oversight in Biotechnology 

Working Party  
on Chemicals, Pesticides 

and Biotechnology 

Working Party  
on Climate, Investment and 

Development 

 

Working Party  
on Integrating Environmental 

and Economic Policies 

 
Working Party  

on Resource Productivity and 
Waste 

 



 

 

An evidence-based 
Organisation 
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Environmental Taxes as % of GDP, 2014 
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Effective carbon rates by country, excluding road 
transport – strong inter-country variation 
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Health costs 

Costs of air pollution 
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Source: OECD (2016), The Economic Consequences of Outdoor Air Pollution 
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Exports from energy-intensive manufacturing industries, 2011 (as% of total manufacturing exports) 

Monitoring change 

OECD (2013), Science and Technology Scoreboard 2013. OECD Publishing, 

Paris. 



Monitoring change 

Where people lost their jobs, 2008-2011 
Relative contribution to change in total employment by major sectors of economic activity 

 



Composition of the green bond market  

(as of August 2016, USD Bn, gross issuance) 

Note: SSA: Sovereign, Supranational and Agency / ABS: Asset Backed Securities/ Other Corporate includes  Consumer, 

Industrials, Technology sectors; Source: OECD (2016 forthcoming) based on Bloomberg and Climate Bonds Initiative data 
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An evidence-based organisation in a “post-
expert” world: What role? 
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Systemic environmental issues, 
economy-wide policy solutions 

ECONOMIC 

TRADE 

COMPETITION 
FISCAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION 

SOCIAL 

INVESTMENT 

CLIMATE 



14 

Uncertainty ranges in 2060  
due to uncertainty in ECS 
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Peer reviews 



Measuring environmental performance 

Objectives  

Have they been clearly defined? In a measurable way? 

Are they based on an assessment of benefits and costs? 

Actions 
What has been done to reach the objectives? 

Was it the most efficient way to get there ?   

Results 
Have national and international environmental policy objectives been 

achieved efficiently and effectively?  



17 

Percentage of national territory under 
strict nature protection 

Source: OECD (2015), Environment at a glance 

0

5

10

15

20

Ir
el

an
d

P
ol

an
d

T
ur

ke
y

U
ni

te
d 

K
in

gd
om

M
ex

ic
o

Is
ra

el
S

w
itz

er
la

nd
F

ra
nc

e
G

er
m

an
y

D
en

m
ar

k
G

re
ec

e
P

or
tu

ga
l

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
ub

lic
S

pa
in

N
et

he
rla

nd
s

H
un

ga
ry

A
us

tr
ia

K
or

ea
Ja

pa
n

E
st

on
ia

S
lo

ve
ni

a
Ita

ly
C

an
ad

a
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s
S

lo
va

k 
R

ep
ub

lic
A

us
tr

al
ia

F
in

la
nd

S
w

ed
en

N
or

w
ay

B
el

gi
um

C
hi

le
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
Ic

el
an

d
Lu

xe
m

bo
ur

g

% of total area, 
2013 

Strict nature reserves and wilderness areas (IUCN cat.Ia/Ib)

National parks (IUCN cat.II)



Municipal waste treatment, 2014 
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